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Introduction

Classroom activities drive the learning process which ultimately impacts student academic progress that is measured by state or district testing against standards. Black and Wiliam, (1998) present arguments that formative assessment is at the heart of effective teaching while Sander's research identifies the importance of the teacher in academic progress of students (Sanders, 1999). This article summarizes the evidence supporting the major learning gains that can be achieved utilizing formative assessment innovations and identifies some major problems involved in the implementation of these innovations. Finally, an approach supported by simple handheld technology is described which leverages the value of formative assessment in the classroom while empowering both teachers and students throughout the process. This approach called MAP - Methodology for Academic Progress - is presented and coordinated to documented research on classroom teaching and learning. The MAP approach, supported by simple and seamless technology, is demonstrated as an efficient and effective tool for integrating formative assessment activities into classroom activities.

ConKey items for academic progress which improves standards performances by students are identified and revolve around formative assessment. These include: 

Active student engagement 

Teacher consideration from an efficiency and effectiveness perspective 

Seamless integration of formative assessment into the class 

Return on investment by the teacher 

Teacher empowerment to deliver on academic progress with formative assessment tools 

Student empowerment to take ownership of their academic progress 

The research is clear on what can be done to advance student academic progress, the MAP approach creates a tool for achieving the progress and it merely needs to be appliedclusions

Education is currently at a crossroads needing to implement bold innovations to achieve academic progress for all students. Research shows that formative assessment is a bold innovation to stimulate the progress. MAP is a current tool for implementing formative assessment innovations in an efficient and effective manner in the traditional classroom environment, seamlessly empowering teachers and students in the process.
